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The First Word 
February 2017  

First United Methodist Church ~ 403 East Ave.  Red Wing, MN 55066 

Our Vision:  Connect to God, Grow in Love, Serve in the World 

Town Hall for First UMC, Sunday, February 12, 
10:45 a.m. 
Ministry is a shared endeavor among the People of God and the Spirit of the Living 
Christ.  The Executive Council of First United Methodist Church wishes to invite all 
our members and participants, friends and seekers, to a second "Town Hall" gather-

ing, (about six months after our first town hall in late August), to discuss our mission and ministries, 
our progress on vitality and health indicators, our vulnerable areas (especially passionate spirituality 
and need-oriented evangelism), and our planned focused ministries for spring, summer and fall 2017--
we expect to focus on wider outreach in Red Wing to our neighbors' concerns, as well as children, 
teens and families.  We meet in the Friendship Hall with coffee and treats (during the adult forum time) 
to pray, review past steps, celebrate our present moment in ministry, and anticipate the coming initia-
tives.  

We wish you would plan to participate.  Our work is more fruitful when 
we are united in our plans, prayer and action!    

There will be brief presentations and then time for shared questions or 
discussions.  Blessings to all!  - The Executive Committee and Pastors 
 

February Adult Forums at First United Methodist:   

Talking with the Neighbors about...Mercy and Justice 

The second month-long adult forum series at First United Methodist Church, will focus on neighbors discussing 
"Mercy and Justice" in community, state and nation.  This follows a series of four conversations on Climate 
Change held at the church during January 2017.   

The February schedule will include the following presentations, and is free and open to the public.    

Sunday, February 5, 10:45 a.m.--Faith in Democracy:  How Christians Seek the Common Good.  Alexa Horwart, an 
organizer for the Isaiah Ecumenical Network, representing about 200 participating congregations in Minnesota, 
will describe efforts to influence social concerns in the areas of race/human rights, immigration, rural economy, 
infrastructure and environmental issues.   

Sunday, February 12, 10:45 a.m.--(Congregational Meeting Only, No Public Presentation - See article above) 

Sunday, February 19, 10:45 a.m.--Showing Mercy in Our Communities.  Maureen Nelson, Executive Director, 
United Way for Goodhue, Wabasha and Pierce Counties.   

Sunday, February 26, 10:45 a.m.--Report from the Joint Religious Legislative Coalition (JRLC)--Day on the 
Hill.  Ana Ashby, statewide organizer for JRLC.    

For further information, please contact Pastor Clay Oglesbee, 507-251-9283, or at redwingrev@gmail.com.   

tel:(507)%20251-9283
mailto:redwingrev@gmail.com


2 

 2 

February Worship Schedule 
 

2/5--24. Love Without Limits 
Texts:  Jonah 4:1-11 Luke 16:19-31 Matthew 25:31-40 
Preaching and Special Notes:  Pr. Clay Oglesbee,  
Communion—Offering for JRLC, Isaiah, United Way, 
  
2/12--25. Jesus, Violence, and Power 
Isaiah 42:1-9; 53:1-12 Matthew 16:13-17:9 
Preaching and Special Notes:  Pr. Clay Oglesbee 
  
2/19--26. Making it Real 
Mark 2:1-19 Hebrews 11:1-8 1 John 1:1-2:6 
Preaching and Special Notes:  Pr. Pam Armstrong 
  
2/26—Transfiguration Sunday 
Exodus 24:12-18, Ps. 99, 2 Pet 1:16-21, Matt 17:1-9 
Preaching and Special Notes:  Pr. Clay Oglesbee 
  
Lent:  Sermon on the Mount:  Instructions on the Way up to Jerusalem  
(central image: Jesus’ descent from cross painting) 
3/1—Ash Wednesday - 7:00 p.m. 
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17, Ps 51:1-17, 2 Cor. 5:20b-6:10 
Preaching and Special Notes:  Pr. Clay Oglesbee, 
Imposition of Ashes, Foot-washing 
 

 
 
Ecumenical Lenten Services in March and April 
 

All congregants and participants are invited to share in ecumenical Lenten midweek services on 
Wednesdays.  There will be a rotation of worship services, starting at 5:00 p.m. at several of the 
churches next to the park.   Services will utilize the Holden Evening Prayer Service.  Following wor-
ship, there will be a simple supper offered by the church host for each evening.   

  Date/Church Host                             Preacher 

March  8    United Lutheran    Heidi Bolt (1st Presbyterian) will preach 

March 15   First  Presbyterian           Clay Oglesbee will preach 

March 22   St. Paul’s Lutheran                                Tristan English (Christ Episcopal) 

March 29   Christ Episcopal                Arte Sharot (1st Lutheran) 

April 5        First United Methodist                 Kristen Schlauderaff (St. Paul’s Lutheran) 
 

St. Joseph Catholic Church will host the ecumenical Good Friday Service (at Noon) on April 14.  
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Just One More Thing…   A note from Pastor Clay Oglesbee  

Less Ice, More Water                                                                 
Lent, of course, is the season of spiritual repentance and renewal which Chris-
tians attend to every year—which takes us from being God’s frozen people to 
being God’s chosen people.  In my journal, a few years ago, I wrote on this 
theme of Lenten frozenness and yearning for new life….  
 
 … I am at a retreat near Brainerd. Out my window, I can see Gull Lake. Only 

this “lake” is not now rippling water, sparking and shimmering with sunlight and the effects of 
some breeze or wind. It is a large greyish-blue, snow-swept, prairie of ice. There is nothing 
wrong with ice, but when I come to a "summer resort," I find myself thinking of beach-time and 
playful water--I wish the Minnesota leaders of Methodism had more regard for the best times to 
"retreat" in northern Minnesota!  
 
My take on the Scripture for the day is changed by an awareness of so much ice instead of living 
waters.  The text (Psalm 42:1-11) says: "As a deer longs for flowing streams, so my soul longs for 
you, O God. My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When shall I come and behold the face of 
God?"  
 
Reflecting on this annoyance with the ice, I see that I am longing for spiritual flowing waters. I 
am physically and spiritually thirsting for something that ice cannot give; I want a certain beau-
ty and a taste which living water alone provides. I also want a certain beauty and taste which 
God alone provides in my life. I have become a connoisseur of living waters!  Only the finest will 
do! Only God will do!  Only God will do for my journey, for my steps, for my thirst. 
 
Lent  is burdened with icy, heart-freezing  memories of Christ’s last walk to Jerusalem.  It is dark-
shadowed with his warnings to his disciples concerning his pending death, and it fades to black at 
his badly botched execution on a state “gallows”—as one of the condemned  political “insurgents” 
in a 1st century “colony” of the Roman Empire.   The “sin” his death results from, and offers to heal, 
is the deep sin of hatred and violent abuse of the good, the true and the honorable.   
 
We confess and admit at Lent that every one of us, in one way or another, resists  loving God fully 
in the awful suffering Christ, and we resist loving Christ fully in the annoying behaviors, vulnerabil-
ity, or aching suffering of our neighbor. Repentance and Lent always have to do with admitting 
that we can be a frozen, hard-hearted people. Easter is the celebration of a miraculous spiritual 
thaw that we all need to sip.     
 
 

http://numcblog.blogspot.com/2007/01/longing-for-water.html
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When Pastor Pam Thinks Out Loud… 
I refuse to accept the view that [humankind] is so tragically bound to the starless 
midnight of racism and war that the bright daybreak of peace and brotherhood (Pam 
adds “sisterhood”) can never become a reality... I believe that unarmed truth and 
unconditional love will have the final word.  ~ Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 
Today, I am not feeling fluffy and sweet about love. (Lots of other days, yes, but not 
today!) Today I am feeling fierce and protective and intense about the unconditional 

love of our God- a love that we are to channel to others.  I am acutely aware that the effect of truly 
allowing God to love through me can often feel more like a refining fire, an unsettling truth, or a really 
REALLY revealing mirror. Have you ever felt that? Have you ever tried to ignore it? I have…too often…
and the consequences have varied; sometimes they are minimally harmful and at other times? I still 
live with regret and repentance for ignoring the voice of the Spirit within me saying, “Do something!”  
The heart of our God encompasses the whole world and all of creation.  The Kingdom of God spans 
way beyond the blink of our lifetime, yet the decisions and choices we make will affect our children 
and grandchildren in the family of God long after we’re gone. How can we say we love them if we don’t 
stop the destruction of our planet? How can we say, “God loves you!” and then create policies and 
systems that imply “but only if you are like us.” How can our pride or our need to be right be more 
important than God’s need for us to be truly righteous?  

There are moments when I can honestly say that I allow God’s fierce, intense and protective 
love to flow through me. At those times I (with a gulp) face the revealing mirror. I try to shed all of the 
labels that I use to define myself and cling only to my identity as God’s child. Then I turn the mirror to 
reflect those who are affected by my actions. With all of the integrity I can muster, I remove my 
defining labels from them as well until we share the same label – “Child of God.” THAT’S when I can 
begin to live out my call of unconditional love. THAT’S when I can begin a dialogue that may include 
disagreement but not disrespect. THAT’S when together we can work toward the common goal of a 
better world for all persons… I just wish I could be like THAT more often! Do you, too? Okay then, I’ll 
pray for you and you pray for me! ~ Today, I’m feeling fierce, protective, intense…and a little fluffy. 
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Outreach and Missions 
Mondema Project Update in Sierra Leone 

Bruce and Brenda Blair left for Sierra Leone on December 26, 
2016.  Brenda spent 30 hours with one other preschool teach-
er from the Twin Cities area and 10 Sierra Leoneans who were 
picked to be teachers in the Dovalema Early Childhood Educa-
tion Center in the village of Mondema.  We tried to give the 10 
teachers in 30 hours what we had learned in our combined 11 
years of college and 40 + years of teaching! 

 
 

On day 2 in Mondema Village, Bruce was 
teaching Permaculture with two other 
Minnesotans.  Two more volunteers from 
the U.S. set up a solar panel, a water 
pump, and all the pipes needed to pump 
water into tanks and through the pipes 
for the school gardens.  It worked! 

 
 

Bruce will be back January 25 to give more updates. ~ Brenda Blair 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

FOOD SHELF 
Thank you for your gifts to the RED WING FOOD SHELF!  Please continue to support this 
need by putting a nonperishable food item--such as peanut butter, macaroni and cheese, or 
canned fruit—in the collection box in the foyer, or a check designated for the Food Shelf in the 
offering plate. Every gift is appreciated! - Jane Baker 
 

 ECONO RECEIPTS 

Please continue to put your Econo receipts in the box in Hamline Foyer.  Receipts from 2015, 
2016, and 2017 are accepted.  In December we turned in $150,000 worth of receipts and are 
awaiting our $1,000 check.  Thank you to everyone who submitted receipts! - Jane Baker 
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Prayer and Care 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dear Pastor Clay, 

On behalf of my family, I would like to thank you for everything that 
you did for our mother’s funeral this past week.  The service was more 
than what we could ask for.  The Methodist Women who prepared the 
luncheon were so awesome.  Please extend our thanks to them as well.  
Please find a check in honor of our mother, Joyce Roper.  We will be 
forever grateful.  Blessings to you, your staff and the members of 1st 
UMC. – Steve Roper 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
Dear Friends in Mission: 
Thank you for partnering with the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR).  Your gift of $295 
was received on 12/1/16 for Disaster Response, United States, Advance #901670-2016 Flood.   
 

Through The Advance, the designated giving channel of The United Methodist Church, 100 percent of 
your contribution will go to supporting UMCOR’s response to disasters in the United States.   
This gift brings hope to those who need it most. 
 

Grace and Peace, 
Roland Fernandes and Mary Andreolli 
General Board of Global Ministries 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dear Pastors Clay Oglesbee and Pastor Pam Armstrong, and all members of 1st United Methodist Church, 
 

Thank you so very much for your generous donations to HOPE Coalition.  Your gifts make it possible for 
us to work toward our mission to end domestic violence, sexual assault, child abuse, and homelessness so 
that every person has the opportunity to live life to its fullest.  You are helping us do this! 
 

For your records you donated $300 in the fourth quarter.  You have given us beautiful gifts.  Thank you 
again so very much for your continued support. 
 

Linda Flanders 
Development Coordinator 

The Prayer and Care Ministry Team meets twice a month to share concerns 
and lift them in prayer. Prayer requests can be made by filling out the yellow 
prayer cards in the pews during a worship service or contacting the pastors, 
church office (388-3262), or Jane Baker (388-9127). All concerns are kept 
confidential unless permission is given to put them in the bulletin or on the 
Prayer board. With permission, prayer concerns are passed on to the email 
prayer chain for additional prayer. 

  The Prayer and Care Ministry Team organizes extended communion quar-
terly.  If you would like to receive communion in your home in March, or 
know of someone who would like to, or if you would like to deliver commun-
ion, please contact a pastor, the church office, or Jane Baker by March 1.  

  The Prayer and Care Ministry Team will meet February 7 and 21, at 11 am, 
in the Friendship Room.  
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Women’s Ministry 
All women are invited to UMW Circle and Mission Team meetings.  

The schedule for February is as follows: 

 Women United in Faith--Thursday, February 9, 5:30 pm 

 Eve Circle—Monday, February 13, 9:30 am 

 Ruth Circle—Tuesday, February 14, 1 pm 

 Mission Team—Wednesday, February 22, 2 pm 

For more information about UMW contact local president Jane Baker (388-9127, 
janekbaker@yahoo.com), or look online at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org 

The Funeral Committee for February is:  Brenda Blair, Phyl Hendrickson, Carol Beg, Marne Kenitz, Kate 
Miller, Nada Moore, Donna Muller, Hazel Muller, Judy Plein, Elvira Sigmund, and Mickey Zimmer. 

 

LAY MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES 
Lay Ministry opportunities abound on Saturday, February 11!   
 
 February 11 - Breakthrough Workshop - Rediscovering Evangelism - held in  
       Sartell and also live streamed at other locations 
 

 February 11 - Ministry Discernment Retreats - the first step in lay ministry - 
held in Maple Grove, Stewartville, and Northfield 

 

 The Ministry Discernment Retreat is a wonderful opportunity to explore 
your call to ministry.  It leads to several paths in lay ministry: certified lay servant, certified lay 
speaker, and certified lay minister.   

 
Advanced Lay Servant Ministries credit is being given for conference breakthrough workshops.  
The conference Lay Ministry Action Team (LMAT) meets this month to plan fall classes, which will be 
announced here and on the Minnesota Annual Conference website.  Descriptions of all classes and links 
to registration can be found at www.minnesotaumc.org/events-calendar. 
--Jane Stone, LSM Registrar, LMAT Member 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

Gain a sense of personal satisfaction through helping those in your com-
munity by becoming a Community Driver for Hiawathaland Auxiliary Re-
gional Transit (HART) program. Transport residents of Rice, Goodhue and 
Wabasha Counties who are without transportation services. Receive mile-
age reimbursement, set your own schedule and select preferred areas of 
travel, and possibly earn discounted insurance rates. 

 
Must be 21 years old with a valid driver’s license, own a reliable vehicle with current insurance, and 
pass a driving record and background check. 
 
For more information, call 866-623-7505 or email tdispatchers@threeriverscap.org. 

 

mailto:janekbaker@yahoo.com
http://www.minnesotaumc.org/events-calendar
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Conference Connections 
All United Methodist churches are connected through shared mission and ministry and united in 
their efforts to grow in love of God and neighbor, reach new people, and heal a broken world. Check 
out these recent news tidbits from the Minnesota Annual Conference, which serves all 360 United 
Methodist churches in the state. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 Area receives $1M Lilly Endowment grant: The Dakotas-Minnesota Area of The United Meth-

odist Church recently received a $1 million grant from Lilly Endowment Inc. The funding will be 
used to help new pastors develop stronger financial literacy skills, reduce or eliminate personal 
debt, and become equipped to foster a theology of generosity within their congregations. The 
funding is part of Lilly Endowment’s initiative to address economic challenges facing pastoral 
leaders. The new program that the grant will make possible represents a major step in the Minne-
sota Conference’s effort to develop missional leaders who possess zest, grit, and heart. Thanks be 
to God! 

 
 ELI Project wants you: For the third consecutive summer, up to 10 college students will be invit-

ed to participate in a hands-on learning experience at a host church through the Minnesota Con-
ference’s Exploring Leadership Internship (ELI) Project, for those exploring a call to vocational 
ministry. This is a great opportunity for young adults to try out ministry, and for churches to men-
tor the next generation of leaders and develop a culture of call. Applications for 2017 interns and 
host churches are due Feb. 15. Learn more and apply: www.eliprojectmn.com.  

 
 Breakthrough workshop: Rediscovering evangelism: In the new year, stretch your congrega-

tion to reach new people. At this Feb. 11 workshop, District Superintendent and former mission-
ary Fred Vanderwerf will discuss the "e-word" from a missionary mindset. Using the sending of 
Christ in the incarnation as the model for evangelism, attendees will consider the possibility that 
the best evangelists are learners and not teachers, sent and not stayed, converted and not con-
verters. Bring a team, and you’ll all leave with practical ways to become a faith-sharing beacon of 
light to the world. Learn more and register: www.minnesotaumc.org. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BRIGHT SPOTS IN OUR MIDST 
 
 Welcoming refugees leads to growth, increased vitality: When a group of Korean immigrants 

knocked on the door of Arlington Hills UMC in Maplewood last summer, asking if they could wor-
ship there, members warmly welcomed them and adapted worship services to incorporate the 
Korean language. Within a week, the number of children in the church's Vacation Bible School dou-
bled from 20 to 40, and adults in worship mushroomed from 20 to more than 60. The immigrants will 
soon have their own service entirely in Karen—but the two communities will remain connected.  

 Crane Lake Chapel reaches children: A longtime dream to welcome children into Crane Lake 
Chapel is finally coming to fruition for the small congregation in northern Minnesota. Since Octo-
ber, Rev. Barb McKewin has spent Wednesday afternoons leading eight kids in the community us-
ing a “One-Room Sunday School” curriculum. And on Sunday, for the first time in 15 years, Crane 
Lake Chapel had a Christmas program featuring seven local youth. “I’m trying to introduce them 
to God and Christ’s saving love,” said McKewin. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

STAY CONNECTED! 

“Like” the Minnesota Annual Conference on Facebook, follow the conference on Twitter and Insta-

gram (@MinnesotaUMC), and sign up (at www.minnesotaumc.org) for e-newsletters. For more infor-
mation about any of the items listed above, visit www.minnesotaumc.org.  
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From Our Historical Committee 
As you come to the chancel of our lovely sanctuary your eyes catch the communion table, with the reta-
ble behind which provides a setting for the Cross.  As your eyes lift you see the prominent reredos and 
you behold the symbols of God. 

 In the Father, the Hand of God reaching down in blessing. 

 Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God a victorious flag leading forward. 

 The Holy Spirit, the Dove descending in triune rays. 

 Above these symbols the grape vine and fruit symbolic of communion with God. 

 Crowning all this, The Alpha and Omega, (as we all know the first and last letters 
of the Greek alphabet.)  The beginning and the end.  
Four – on each side – the earth number, the beginning 
and end of all on earth.  Seven – across top – a divine 

number for Hebrew.  All has its beginning in God. 

This all combines to send a message to all who enter here. 

 Beautiful pulpit – retrieved from the base-
ment of the old Boxrud Building (now Ehlers) 
due to an alert member.  It was originally the United Lutheran church pulpit.  
This was refinished and the fine workmanship of intricate design was taken to 
reflect its lovely patterns for the lectern. 

 The arch and pillars speak of beauty and strength. 

 The pulpit chairs from the Featherstone Methodist church were black, 
scraped and refinished by Dorothy Lutz to match the color of the other wood.   

 Baptismal font was later redone by Leonard Johnson from its original black 
to tie in with the other wood. 

 The original Moller organ was purchased in 1948 for $10,000.  Our organist for many years was 
Bernice Millard and many of you probably remember her and her Model T Ford, land mark in the 
town!   

On New Year’s Day 1968 when the sanctuary was demolished (heard that story?) the organ was moved 
out from its location behind the choir and eventually as work progressed was put into its present loca-
tion with room for additional ranks.  In 1977 there as a $2,500 repair of the organ.  One year ago in 
April (1985?) there was a complete renovation and repair of the organ.  The pipes were all completely 

moved and more pipes were added.  Total cost of $42,000 which 
came in pledges to this fund.  The exposed pipes are all workable.   

Our congregation has been thrilled with our new organ and as all 
who have listened to it.   

Written (in 1986?) by Win Kaehler  

 

 

 

 

Picture of the 1964 Confirmation Class in the sanctuary before the 1968 remodeling project. 
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CONNECT LOVE RESTORE    

Executive Committee Minutes 

December 8, 2016 

 

Attendance: Kim Sjostrom, Katie Bystrom, Jane Baker, Lynne Otterness, Bruce Nelson, Judy Plein,  
Donna Dummer, Don Featherstone, Paul Karlen, Mardell Bartlett, Pastor Pam Armstrong, and          
Pastor Clay Oglesbee 

Meeting Called to Order by Kim 
  
Prayer and discussion led by Clay about Saint Nicholas. 

Approve minutes from November meeting. - Motion made by Jane to approve as submitted, second by 
Judy and passed by majority vote. 

Vitality Reporting  

Statistical Reports   

     --AWA (Average Worship Attendance) for fall 12 weeks:  132 compared to 121 one year ago    
  (about a 10% increase) 

--AWA as % of Membership:  from about 30% one year ago to about 40% today 

--Giving up by $45k over 2016 pledges so far--with more to come 

 Holy Spirit Moments (all to share--anecdotes on vitality)-Katie, Kim, Bruce and Donna shared 
thanks be to God moments. Wonderful service for the hanging of the greens. 

-NCD Reports: 

Focus Retreat on January 14:  Passionate Spirituality and Needs-Based/Relational Evange-
lism  - Clay still looking into changing this to a larger group activity to include more 
members and keep our regular business/executive meeting on the second Thursday 

Wesley study on The Character of a Methodist- Clay looking at this for the retreat. 

 

Gifts and Administration 

 Update on Financial Campaign - Paul reported on all the different aspects of the reports sent out as 
well as the budget that was brought to this group as their motion by the Finance committee. If we 
strive to pay 100% of apportionments during the first 6 months and then base remaining months 
on how the financial picture comes clearer. Clay states that we could make a statement of intent to 
pay 100% in 2018 which would put us in line to be able to apply for grants. Budget considerations, 
adoption? - Additions handout of a prior email that the finance committee had received that we 
then discussed as a group.  The email plan laid out the positives and negatives of how paying full 
apportionments would affect our budget for the next year.  Clay expressed extreme concern that 
we are looking at accepting a budget that is 30-49k in the red.   

 Apportionment decisions-if able to pay toward 100%, we would then be able to apply for an       
investing grant that we would then get over 3 year’s time.   Discussion about how the process 
works on paying past outstanding apportionment debt and it will forgive in approximate 25% per 
year, so in 4 years we will be caught up.  Pam will further research if that is still the process for 
past debt to the conference. 
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 Clay brought up topic of doing a capital campaign sooner than later since as an aging congregation 
many members will be planning their legacy giving. Several expressed concern about doing a capital 
campaign so soon. Last campaign was 2012-2015 and netted $108,000. Question was proposed 
about the current income and Paul explained current expenses are exceeding our income. We are 
looking at approx. $5,000 carry over balance heading into the New Year which in comparison to last 
year’s balance forward of $8,000. For November our Beginning balance $86,556.15 and at End of 
month balance $78,771.80. 

 

Prayers/Discipleship 

 Adult Forum Team--meetings have taken place and a schedule was handed out of upcoming speak-
ers. The group plans to invite the community to "Talking with the Neighbors."  Adult Forum sug-
gests an in house meeting and the goal is to be outreaching and invite others to come to hear the 
speakers. Katie asked if these could be taped and then placed on the website.  Group will be asked to 
have this as part of the group. 

 Sunday Schools- Clay and Pam are still researching options to provide opportunity for outreach and 
connecting with kids throughout the summer. -Summer Family Ministry Plans--combined with Ser-
vice and Witness initiatives?-no discussion from this group on this item at this time. 

 

Worship 

 Don mentioned the email from Cindy looking for assistance with the Christmas Eve service. 

 Many people expressed that the hanging of the greens service was extremely engaging, meaningful, 
many positive comments from the congregation.  Pam and Clay also expressed that as we do it next 
year we will be more organized. 

 Bruce reported that they have been looking into the problem with the sound system that we experi-
enced this week. Also he and his team are looking into filing an insurance claim for that and the ele-
vator. 

 

Additional reports 

 Paul has been in touch with the company that is going to do the tree trimming of the large tree in 
front of office area; they should be doing that this week. 

 Trustees and UMW group have worked together to address the kitchen counters that are not able to 
be sanitized appropriately due to the surface.  Jeff Muller has volunteered to do the labor for free 
and the cost of supplies are estimated to be $700.  The UMW will fund the project of retrofitting the 
tops with stainless steel. Pam asked if that would make it a commercial kitchen officially and the an-
swer is no.  Paul also added that it is important that the rules for using the appropriate areas for 
prep areas and procedures are met so that we provide a safe meal.   

 UMW report that the cookie walk is setting up tomorrow with the sale being on 12/10.  The circles 
will be having a Christmas gathering next week.  Judy reported that the Women United in Faith will 
be meeting on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 5:30p in the library.   

 Pam gave an update about the kids working on the Christmas program that will be on 12/18. 
Wednesday evening is a spaghetti dinner and gifts wrapping youth event. 

Motion for meeting to be adjourned by Don, second by Katie and passed by majority vote. 
Respectfully submitted by Judy Plein 
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Lead Pastor 
Rev. Clay Oglesbee 

Email:  redwingrev@gmail.com 
Cell:  507-251-9283  

 

Pastor of Children and Family Ministries 
Pastor Pam Armstrong 

Email:  pastorpamfumcrw@gmail.com   
Cell:  651-983-0676  

 

Administrative Assistant 
Cindy Johnston 

Email:  methodistadmin@msn.com 
 

Music Director 
Kim Cory 

Email:  snkcory@gmail.com 
 

Office Phone 
651-388-3262 

 
Church Office Hours 

Monday – Friday  11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
 

General Church Email 
redwingmethodist@msn.com 

 

Church Website 
www.redwingmethodist.org 

 

Sunday Worship            9:30 a.m. 

Fellowship           10:30 a.m. 

Classes for Children        10:40 a.m.  

 
 
 

 

 
 

Adult Forums          10:45 a.m. 

Community Meals in February 
 

Sundays February 12, 19, & 26 

Served at 5:00 p.m. 
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